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instruction of the Chief Secretary vide reference cited (iii) above, in order to control /

eradication the Mytella strigata (Kaaka Aazhi) infestation in Ennore Creek.

Encl: as above

Yours fajithfully

26/12
for Principal Chief Conservator of Forests

and Member Secretary

Tamil Nadu State Wetland Authority

Copy to: -

The Principal Secretary to Government, Environment, Climate Change and Forest
Department, Secretariat, Chennai-9 for favour of kind information.

The Principal Secretary to Government, Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries
Department, Secretariat, Chennai-9 for favour of kind information.

The Director, Fisheries and Fisherman Welfare Department, Chennai for information

The Chief Engineer, Water Resources Department, Chennai Region, Chepauk for

information and necessary action.

The Executive Engineer, Water Resources Department, Araniyar Basin Division,

Chepauk for information and necessary action.
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icnirdTamil Nield aspection Report for identification and demarcation of Charru mussel (Mytella
strigata) infested area in Puzhuthivakkam & Kattupalli village in River Kosasthalaiyar,

Date of Inspection:18.12.2024

Officers & Others Present:

Ennore creek

SI. Name Designation
No

1. Thiru R. Vidyadhar I.F.S., Assistant Mission Director,

Tamil Nadu Wetlands Mission

2. Dr. V. Deepak Samuel Scientist E, National Centre for Sustainable Coastal

Management, Chennai
3. Dr. C. Sudhan Assistant Professor, Dr. MGR Fisheries College &

Research Institute, Ponneri

4. Thiru. P. Pavinkumar Assistant Professor, Dr. MGR Fisheries College &
Research Institute, Ponneri

5. Er. M. Naveen Kumar Assistant Engineer, Ennore section, Araniyar
subdivision, Chepauk, Chennai,

Water Resource Department
6. Dr. S.Mohan Hydrologist, Tamil Nadu Wetlands Mission

7. Dr. E.Manikandan Geologist, Tamil Nadu Wetlands Mission

8. Thiru P. Prasanth Technical Assistant, Tamil Nadu Wetlands Mission

9. Thiru J. Joyson Joе
Jeevamani

Project Scientist, National Centre for Sustainable
Coastal Management

10. Thiru Nitul Kumar Gogai Project Scientist, National Centre for Sustainable

Coastal Management

11. Thiru. Nithiyanandam Managing Trustee, NGO

12. Thiru. Mathanagopal Fisherfolk

13. Thiru. Kumaresan Fisherfolk

14. Thiru. Prakash Fisherfolk
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Ref: (i) The Executive Engineer, Water Resources Department
Lr.NO.DB/JDO.4/F-402/Estimate/2023/Dt.12.05.2023.

(ii) Orders in OA. No. 152 of 2023 in the National Green Tribunal

(SZ), Chennai dated 25.10.2024.
(iii) Environment, Climate Change and Forest Department, Letter No.

2691/FR.9/2024-7, dated: 18.11.2024.

(iv) The Superintending Engineer, Water Resources Department,
(FAC)Palar Basin Circle, letter No.AEE(T)/AE/F.NGT152 (Charu
Mussel)/2024 dated 11.11.2024.

With reference to the order cited (ii) above, the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal,

Chennai has ordered to dredge the Charru mussel (Mytella strigata) infested area in the

Atthipattu, Kattupalli and Puzhuthivakkam villages. In this regard, the Chief Secretary to

Government convened a meeting on 11.11.2024 regarding the eradication / control of Mytella

strigata (Charu mussel) in Ennore creek and Pullicat area, wherein it was instructed to conduct

a pilot study of biological control of Mytella strigata (Charu mussel) in the area proposed to be

dredged by the Water Resources Department.

In this regard, the Superintending Engineer vide reference cited (iv) above, has informed

that for 1700 meters dredging will be initiated in the Atthipattu village and has requested this

office to demarcate the Charru mussel (Mytella strigata) infested area in Kattupalli and

Puzhuthivakkam village. Based on the request, a field inspection was conducted by the above-

mentioned team on 18.12.2024, and the following are the observations of the field inspection:-

(i) The Kattupalli area, locally known as Karukumarapadu is found to be heavily infested

with Mytella strigata (Charu mussel) and vide reference (i) cited above, the Water

Resource Department has prepared the estimate for dredging the area covering 650

meters length at the cost of Rs.8.5 Crores during the year 2023.

(ii) Further, an additional length of about 850 meters infested with Mytella strigata (Charu

mussel) has been identified during the inspection visit which is contiguous to the

previously identified 650m stretch. Hence, a total of about 1500 meters, has been

identified as a Charru mussel-infested area in Kattupalli and Puzhuthivakkam villages

and thus the aforementioned area may be dredged by the Water Resource Department
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(Map attached below for reference) in order to control / eradication the Mytella strigata

(Kaaka Aazhi) infestation in Ennore Creek.
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Map: Charru mussels infested area in Kattupalli and Puzhuthivakkam villages
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(iii) It is observed that wherever construction materials such as bricks, concrete, boulders,

coffer dams & etc. are found, the infestation of Charru mussels is high. Also, in the

previously constructed bridges of the Kosasthalaiyar river, the coffer dam materials are

not removed, thus acting as a suitable substratum for the Charu mussel leading to

further proliferation of the invasive mussel.

(iv) The area between the pillars of the bridges in the Kosasthalaiyar river is heavily silted

and thus acting as a suitable habitat for the Charru mussel. It also prevents the

movement of fishing boats of the local fisher folks which is affecting their livelihood.

(v) Manual removal may be more suitable in shallow areas where the Charru mussels are

found in patches, as this may provide alternate livelihood opportunity for the local fisher

folk.

(vi) In areas near mangrove vegetations, manual removal may be more suitable than

dredging in order to ensure that the mangrove vegetation is not negatively affected by

dredging activities.

lyadle
20/12/24

Assistant Mission Director,

Tamil Nadu Wetlands Mission

17




